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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 


January 21, 197,2 


National Archives and Records Service 
Washington, D.C. 20408 



Mr. Harold Weisberg 
Coq d'Or Press 
Route 8 

Frederick, Maryland 21701 
Dear Mr. Weisberg: 

This is in reply to your letter of January 6 , 1972. 

I assume that your letter refers to the examination by Dr. John K. 
Lattimer of the materials transferred to the General Services 
Administration under the letter agreement of October 29, 1966, 
between the Administrator of General Services and the Kennedy family 
representative, Mr. BurKe Marshall. That examination took: place on 
January 7 , 1972. Dr. Lattimer' s application to examine the autopsy 
X-rays and photographs had previously been approved by Mr. Marshall. 
We also showed President Kennedy's clothing to Dr. Lattimer because 
of the approval of his application to examine the autopsy material. 

Enclosed is a copy of the regulations relating to the Warren Commis- 
sion material, which we have revised to provide for showing the 
clothing to researchers whose applications to examine the autopsy 
material are approved by the Kennedy family representative. 

If you will select a pathologist or any other qualified person and 
secure the approval of his application by the Kennedy family repre- 
sentative, we shall be pleased to show the autopsy material and the 
clothing to him. The "memorandum of transfer" was not made available 
to Dr. Lattimer, nor were any copies of National Archives photographs 
of the clothing sold to him. 

Sincerely, 

JAMES B. RHOADS 

Archivist of the United States 

Enclosure 


Keep Freedom in Your Future With U.S. Savings Bonds 
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Regulations for Reference Service on 
Warren Commission 3!tcms of Evidence 


1. Do cume nts (rarer record s )wlll be furnished, to researchers in the 
research rooms of the Rational Archives Building. Items of particular 
value or fragility may, at the Archivist's discretion, be photocopied and 
the copies furnished to researchers in lieu of the originals. Copies will 
be furnished cn request for the usual ices. Copyrighted material will be 
reproduced for research only after receipt of a release from the copyright 
holder. . .• 
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2" '• Still -ph otog raphs will be furnished to researchers in the research rooms 
of the Rational Archives Building. When negatives are prepared incident to 
filling a request for copies, the negatives will be retained. Copies will, be 
furnished on request for the usual fees. Copyrighted, materials will be re- 
produced for researchers only after receipt of a release from the copyright 
holder. 

3. Mot ion p icture' films and sound recording s will be made available to 
researchers on appropriate equipment in the National Archives Building. 

Use copies will be prepared and the original materials withheld from normal 
reference use as a protective measure. Copies will be furnished on request 
for the usual fees. Copyrighted materials will be reproduced for researchers 
only after receipt of a release from the copyright holder. 

^ * Oversize charts, graphs, diagrams , and oth er means o f two-dimensi onal 
presentation will be furnished to researchers in the research rooms of the 
Rational Archives -Building. Copies will be furnished, on request for the 
usual fees . Copyrighted materials or items incorporating copyrighted 
materials will be reproduced for researchers only after receipt of a release 
from the copyright holder. 

Th ree -d'ime n s ional ob,1 ccts end materials that have been subjected to 
techniques of detailed scientific examination (the aforestated provisions 
notwithstanding) will be withheld from researchers as a means of protecting 
them from possible physical damage or alteration and in order to preserve 
their evidentiary integrity in the event of any further official investiga- 
tion of the assassination of President John F. Kennedy. The National Archives 
will prepare special cases of varying sizes, constructed in part or entirely 
of translucent materials, in which objects or materials that do not present 
unusual problems of size or shape may be viewed by researchers. The Archivist 
reserves the right to limit the number of such items that may be shown to a. 
researcher within a given period of time, as it will be necessary for a member 
of the staff of the National Archives to be present at all times during the 
viewing of such items. Researchers will not be permitted to view the incased 
items unattended or to touch or handle in any way the items themselves, either 
manually or with instruments. To the extent possible, photographs of these 
materials will be furnished to researchers as a substitute for visual examina- 
tion of the items themselves . In the event that existing photographs do not 


meet the needs of the researcher additional photographic views will be made. 
A charge may be made for unusually difficult or time-consuming photography. 
Photographs reproduced from existing negatives or prints will be furnished 
on request for the usual fees. The clothing of President Kennedy will not 
be shown to private researchers, except those researchers whose applica- 
tions to examine the X-rays and photographs relating to the autopsy of 
' President Kennedy are approved by the Kennedy family representative. 
Photographs of the clothing will be shown to other private researchers. 

No copies or enlargements of photographs of this clothing prepared by the 
National Archives will be furnished to researchers in order to avoid any 
possible violation of the provision of the letter agreement between the 
General Services Administration and the Kennedy family representative 
dated October 29, 1966 (page 2 ), in regard to preventing undignified or 
sensational reproduction of the clothing. 

6 . One photocopy or photograph of an item of evidence will be furnished 
without charge to persons presenting proof of prior ownership. 


Rev. 2, January 10, 1972 


